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Minutes of the Tourism and Economy Committee held on Monday 9th February 2015 at 7.35pm in the
Corn Exchange Complex, Hungerford
Present: Cllrs M Crane, Small, Leach, Benneyworth and Farrell
1.

Apologies for absence. Cllr Wilson

2.

Declarations of interests. None

3.

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2014. Cllr Small proposed minutes as a true record,
seconded by Cllr Crane, one abstention, rest in favour,

4.

Vision for Hungerford. Cllr Crane would like to revisit what was discussed a few years ago by an
informal group about the vision of Hungerford for the next 10-20 years and look at how HTC can
take it forward. The Committee was asked to think about their vision. There are steel girders at the
entrance of Charnham Park, could these be made into a work of art? AONB have some money to
spend on signage to promote Hungerford as Heart of North Wessex Downs, so ideas for entry signs
or a piece of art or flag would be welcome. Cllr Small pointed out that HTC should promote
Hungerford as a destination for visitors and tourists. Cllr Crane has a meeting with Henry Oliver,
AONB and Cllr Benneyworth or Farrell will accompany him.

5.

Inward Investment. The aim for this committee is to attract business to invest in Hungerford and
to get it on the Thames Valley Inward investment map. With great travel links being so close to the
M4 and the train station and situated in the heart of an AONB, it provides a great place for work,
life balance. Unfortunately Janet Duffield, Head of Inward Investment, WBC did not turn up to a
Chamber of Commerce meeting she was invited to and seems focussed on Newbury at this time.
Paul Britton, Head of Thames Valley Inward Investment commented at a recent meeting that
Hungerford is too small to promote itself alone. Once the direct rail link between Reading and
Heathrow is complete, the area to the West of Heathrow will be more attractive. Cllr Crane has
spoken to international companies based here and they are happy to be used to showcase what the
advantages are in investing here. Action:- Find a relevant survey to send to companies. Cllr Leach
to look at how Reading University promote their business space. Cllr Small to contact West
Berkshire Chamber of Commerce. Cllr Crane to find out what agents let commercial property in
Hungerford.

6.

Relations with Town Team Hungerford. There is a meeting due to take place this month.
Action:- Request minutes.

7.

Website / Facebook. Are now up and running, so any ideas to improve and add would be
welcomed by the office.

Meeting closed 8.35pm

