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Minutes of the Highways and Transport Committee held on Monday 23rd February 2015 at
7.15pm in the Corn Exchange complex, Hungerford.
Present: Cllrs Brookman, Benneyworth, Thompson, Crane, Podger, Bumbieris (arrived late)
Also District Councillor Paul Hewer and Paul Frances
Paul Frances voiced his objection to the cutting of bus route 222 from East Grafton to Newbury, via
Shalbourne, Ham and Hungerford. It takes 20 minutes to get to Newbury from Hungerford as opposed to the
other option of taking No.3 bus which takes 48 mins. The No. 3 (Hungerford to Newbury service via Inkpen,
Kintbury and Hampstead Marshall) is almost full at present. If it were to accommodate the 30 plus
passengers that use the 222 the passengers would be standing.
Wiltshire Council used to subsidise Barnes Coaches to provide this service. They have cut this funding and
Barnes can’t afford to run it. The cost to continue would be £100 a week so £5200 annually. HTC don’t have
a budget for this and neither do WBC. Can WBC explore the government pot for funding?
Action: Cllr Brookman to write to Wiltshire Council, WBC, R Benyon MP and Claire Perry MP requesting
financial support for the 222.
1.

Apologies for absence. Cllrs, Whiting, Wilson, Hudson

2.

Declarations of interest. None

3.

Minutes of meeting held 26th January 2015. Cllr Thompson proposed minutes as a true
record, seconded by Cllr Crane, 1 abstention rest in favour.

4.

Parking outside the Catholic Church – Following the WBC proposal of no waiting
restrictions and objections from some residents Cllrs Crane, Brookman and District Cllrs
Podger and Hewer had a site visit. The proposal was amended to keep the no waiting
restrictions on one side of the road only and leave a 24m section of parking outside the
church. This will also help act as a traffic calming measure. The proposal has now been
agreed and the lines will be marked in March. It was noted Blue badge holders can park
anywhere for up to 3 hours. Cllr Bumbieris entered.

5.

Charnham Street Pedestrian crossing – M Edwards (WBC) is considering installing new
equipment to improve this crossing and also the new one and existing crossings in the High
Street. Paul Hewer is meeting with A Garratt (WBC) regards this. Action: Clerk to chase
repair of beacon on High Street crossing which is not working.

6.

Bridge Street Pedestrian crossing – WBC are hoping this will be completed over the
Easter Break but are waiting for BT. The work could be delayed by 2 weeks. Paul Hewer
suggested a crossing might be needed by Cottrell Close however it was thought the islands
were adequate. It was noted the hedge should be kept cut back.

7.

Taxi Rank at the station – Cllr Brookman wrote to First Great Western early December
requesting they supply 2 spaces for taxis at the station. The reply was no. He has written again
suggesting a suitable location in front of the cycle shelters which wouldn’t affect revenue for
FGW. The existing taxi rank could then be converted to a loading bay. The taxi firms’
preference is for a rank at the station and they would be prepared to pay for it. A reply from
FGW is awaited.
Rod will continue collecting Christmas lights donations up to the end of the month. He
may reach £5000.

Meeting closed at 7.50pm

