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Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Monday 7th July 2014 at 7.00pm in the Corn Exchange Complex,
Hungerford.
Present: Cllrs Benneyworth, Thompson, M Wilson, Holmes, Whiting, Farrell, Brookman, Harding and Small
(entered late). Also present Geoff Adams, John Garvey, District Cllrs; James Podger and Paul Hewer, PC Parfitt
and Shaun Wood
Police Report: PC James Parfitt – The Police have been dealing with poachers near the A4 and have seized
fishing equipment from 3 men from Bristol. The police speeding van will monitor speeding into town from
Salisbury Rd and also at Eddington Hill. A group will operate speed guns. They are aware of vandalism at the
skate park. HTC have alerted the police to inconsiderate parking in Priory Road which caused an accident and
parking on the pavement outside the Catholic Church. Sgt Andy Matthews will keep in contact with Cllr
Brookman about traffic at Fairfields.
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Apologies for absence: Cllrs Crane, Podger, Bumbieris and Leach
Declarations of interest: None
Approval of Minutes of the Full Council meeting on 2nd June 2014 – Cllr Benneyworth proposed
minutes of 2nd June 2014 as a true record, seconded by Cllr Holmes, two abstentions, rest in favour.
Councillor Vacancy – Shaun Wood introduced himself. He has lived in Hungerford all his life. He is a
retained firefighter and works at the Hungerford Leisure Centre. He provides coaching for the juniors at the
Hungerford Cricket Club and Hungerford Town Juniors Football. He is interested in joining the R&A
committee and would be able to represent the views of young residents. The press left the meeting whilst
council had a short discussion. Cllr Small entered. Press re-entered. Cllr Thompson proposed HTC co-opt
Shaun Wood as a new councillor, seconded by Cllr Harding, one abstention, rest in favour.
Mayor’s Report – This has been circulated by email.
District Councillor’s Reports – Paul Hewer (PH) – The Cobbs planning application goes to WBC
committee on 23rd July and HTC members were encouraged to attend. The recommendation is for refusal as
it is against policy however HTC have No Objections. A site visit will take place on Thursday 17th possibly
at 8am. PH, Cllr Brookman and A Garratt met with Headteacher of Primary, G Heaton. A long term
solution is needed for the traffic congestion outside the school and need to consider future development.
WBC is looking at possibility of installing a crescent. PH met with A Garratt and noted the lack of signage
marking the one way system by the Catholic Church and that a dropped kerb has been missed. These will
be put in place with white bars to restrict parking. The 3 Swans pavement has been raised. The flag stones
and bollards are yet to go in. The tarmac is temporary. James Podger (JP) attended a school budget
meeting. WBC is committed to supporting JOG. There has been an increase in funding from £1mill to
£1.25 mill. Spending has started. JOG school will become the school of choice. The parking consultation is
underway. On 22nd a WBC planning meeting will take place that will discuss the DPD. JP and PH will
represent the town’s wish of planning for no more than 250 new houses in Hungerford up to 2026. The next
HTC LDF meeting will take place at the beginning of August and the District Cllrs are invited. Site will be
discussed. Speeding will be monitored outside Cllr Small’s house along the High St.
Committee reports (no more than 3 minutes per report)
R&A – Cllr Small – There is a concern over the renewal of the lease at Marsh Lane. The boundary issue
has been resolved. Amendments to the T&M lease are ongoing. Quotes are awaited for Swimming Pool

House improvements. Cemetery fees are under review. The Triangle Field Management Committee is
working well and will report to next R&A.
E&P – Cllr M Wilson – A 16 bed extension at the Hungerford Care Centre was approved subject to WBC
considering the effect on traffic. Cllrs attended planning training.
F&GP – Covered under item 7
H&T – Cllr Brookman – A site meeting took place on Friday. WBC advised a footway opposite the
church is not viable as the cost is £30k. A meeting with P Goddard has been requested regards Fairfields.
The primary school travel plan is old dated 2005. It highlights same problems, but since traffic calming and
warning signs have been put in place. A Garratt (WBC) says speed is not a problem in Hungerford and he
will forward previous survey results. It was suggested residents use SIDs to record speeding cars.
T&E – Cllr Crane not present. Cllr Small advised a new Town Guide is in production.
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Finance – Cllr Bumbieris
a) Propose authorisation of cheque run payments and grant payments – Cllr Benneyworth
proposed a cheque run of £51,170.94, seconded by Cllr Wilson, all in favour. There will be 2 presentations
to F&GP on 23rd, on Defibrillators and Future First. It was agreed F&GP has the authority to allocate the
rest of the budgeted grant money as it sees fit.
b) Propose annual year to date accounts - Cllr Thompson, queried a £12,000 variance. Action: Clerk to
forward details by email.
c) Propose reinvestment of £85,000 – Cllr Benneyworth proposed reinvestment with Close Brothers,
seconded by Cllr Thompson, all in favour.
d) Propose expenditure for playground maintenance at Bulpit Park – Cllr Farrell proposed proceeding
with replacement of worn equipment to a sum of £7844, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all in favour. Funds
from Ear Marked reserves are to be used.
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Update on Church St Public Toilets contract offer – The prospective new contractor has asked that
painting and decorating be excluded from their contract and that an auto lock be put in place for all 3
toilets. Cllr Thompson proposed auto locks are installed at a cost of around £850, seconded by Cllr
Brookman, all in favour. It was also agreed that the painting and decorating is removed from the contract.
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Croft Field – Propose agreement of expenditure costs and rent payable – There is a potential damp
problem and we are waiting for builder’s quotes. T&M will consider offering financial support.
Triangle Field – Update on grants – RFC are waiting an invoice on drainage in order to access the £5000
grant from the RFU. Update on valuation – The valuation will be with us by the end of the week. Action:
Add to R&A Agenda. Progress report on building project – A report from the architect was
circulated. Cllr Farrell met with the builders and architect. The costs are almost up to contingency and
there is a concern that it may go over budget. A roller shutter door is not favourable and double doors
would be the preference. Costs are awaited for this. The drainage easement deed is completed.
Reports on: Education Budget by Cllr Benneyworth – This is phase 2. Irene Neill Gordon Lundie, J
Podger, S Brinkley, governors and other council officers attended the meeting. There is increased capital
injection by WBC of £250K. WBC have agreed to continue to underwrite the current deficit.
Education Dialogue by Cllr Whiting – 2 presentations were made at the meeting by Headteacher’s S
Brinkley and G Heaton. They spoke about their visions. It was a positive meeting. Information was based
on projected numbers for the primary school and further data has been requested for the surrounding area.
Figures for projected deficits were produced. The data was interesting and Cllr Whiting is happy to report
in full. The next meeting is on 21st July at 5pm. Cllrs Whiting and Benneyworth are invited. An Ofsted
report for JOG is due in the autumn term. The aim is for a good small community school.
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Any other Reports (3 minutes each) not to include any proposals- all councillors – The AGM of the
Youth and Community Centre is next week. No chairman or finance officer has come forward. D Gaines is
retiring. Action: Clerk will contact the Rotary for volunteers. It has been advertised in Penny Post.
Meeting closed 8.35pm

